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Dear Parents and Students,  

 

Welcome to the RIS band program!  I am looking forward to an exciting year full of musical and 

educational experiences. The vision for this program is for each student to be given the 

opportunity, guidance, and support to develop into a proficient musician. This goal requires 

learning and applying math concepts (rhythm) and a system of notation; developing fine motor 

skills; developing the ability to listen critically; and becoming sensitive to the sounds we make as 

an ensemble and the demands of the music we play.  

 

Band requires both the effort of single individuals and the effort of the group. This involves 

practice outside of the classroom, both personal practice and after school rehearsals. Success is 

most likely if the student has the desire to learn to play, the parents and the students understand 

what is required for success, and the parents share responsibility for the music education of 

their child. The sound each student makes affects the sound of the full ensemble.  

 

Please take the time to read this handbook thoroughly and completely. Once you have read it, 

please sign and return: 

 • Band Participation Contract/Parent info sheet 

 • Instrument contract  

 

All forms are located at the end of this handbook, and the information on these forms will be 

used for field trips, emails, and other correspondences. These forms will be collected during 

your student’s second band class.  

 

It is my belief that the concepts students learn through music will make them successful both as 

musicians and as people. I look forward to working with you as we strive to make our students 

successful in both areas. I wish you a great year!  

 

Musically,  

 

Irene Guda and Christina Sinaguglia 

Band Director  

 

 

 

 

 



Ensemble Descriptions  

 

 

5th-8th Grade Band 

5th/6th grade and 7th/8th grade band classes meet twice a week for a total of ninety 

minutes, one hour of scheduled class time as a group and one half hour sectional. Sixty 

minutes a week of home practice is expected. Students are expected to perform in two 

parades as well as the Winter and Spring concerts. 

 

 

Sectionals vs. Rehearsal 

There are two types of classes that RIS band members will attend.  Students will have a 

full band rehearsal with all band students in their grade for one hour per week.  This 

rehearsal is included in their regular schedule and gives students a chance to work on 

the music as a whole ensemble.  Students also have one half hour sectional per week, 

where they meet together will all like-instrument players in their band to work on more 

specific skills.  This takes place during one of their L.P. periods.  Both rehearsals are 

mandatory and extremely important to attend.  

 

 

Private Lessons  

Although the director will work with all students, the value of private lessons cannot be 

overstated. Students only have class for a small amount of time each week, which limits 

the amount of individual instruction that can be provided. Band class is ensemble 

practice, but with private study, students can progress individually at a faster rate. If you 

are interested in your child taking private lessons, please see Mrs. Guda for a list of 

recommended teachers.  

  



RIS Band Code of Conduct  

 

 

• ALL SCHOOL HANDBOOK POLICIES WILL BE FOLLOWED AND 

ENFORCED IN THE BAND ROOM. As members of the RIS community, we 

abide by all of the rules set by the school handbook.  

 

 • ALL REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES ARE MANDATORY! Most 

rehearsals will be during class time, but any rehearsals, sectionals, or 

performances not during class time will be planned months in advance. Please 

check the calendar often to stay informed. 

 

 • BE ON TIME! This includes all classes, rehearsals, and performances. For 

class, students should be in their seat and ready to play their instrument 3 

minutes after the tardy bell. 

 

 • BE PREPARED! Students should make sure they have everything they need 

for class. This includes instruments, binders, pencils, and supplies (reeds, valve 

oil, etc.) for every rehearsal. 

 

 • BE RESPECTFUL TO YOURSELF, OTHER STUDENTS, TEACHERS, 

AND YOUR SCHOOL. Treat other students (and teachers) how you want to be 

treated. We are all learning a new skill together and no one likes to be singled out 

or criticized.  

 

• GIVE YOUR BEST EFFORT! Everything does not come easy. Students have 

to approach band with a positive attitude and be patient in the learning process. 

What matters is that students are trying their best. If so, they will progress and be 

successful.  

 

 

  



Grading Policy  

 

Each class will be graded based on a weighted system. Each category is assigned a 

percentage, and each assignment within the category factors in to the final grade.  

 

The four categories are: 

 • DAILY PARTICIPATION (40%): Are you prepared for class? Did you put 

forth your best effort? (5 points per class)  

 

• PRACTICE SHEETS (15%): Students record their practice time on these 

forms, and parents sign them once a week. They are then checked during each 

rehearsal. 

 

• PLAYING/WRITTEN QUIZZES AND TESTS (15%): At the end of each 

quarter, students will record a scale and part of a performance piece to be graded 

by the director. They will also take periodic written quizzes and tests to assess 

knowledge learned. 

 

 • PERFORMANCES (30%): Students are required to participate all 

performances stated in their course description, as well as any related rehearsals. 

 

 • EXTRA CREDIT assignments are available. Students may complete one extra 

credit assignment per quarter.  

 

Class Supplies  

 

Band students will need the following items by the 1st playing rehearsal: 

● Instrument  

● Necessary accessories  

○ Parents are responsible for providing drumsticks, reeds, valve oil, cleaning 

clothes, etc. These can be purchased at the music stores listed at the end of 

this handbook, or through online sites. 

● Band binder 

● Pencil  

  



Attendance  

 

Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances. Band is a 

co-curricular class, which means sometimes there will be required events after school as 

well as during. It is also a performing group that can only develop to its fullest potential 

when each member is fulfilling his or her role completely. Absences not only affect the 

learning of one student, who misses the summative assessment, but also the learning of 

the other band students. Concert dates and times are published in the handbook, on the 

band website, and in concert letters that go out approximately two weeks prior to each 

event.  

 

How to handle conflicts: Students should be encouraged to participate in a variety of 

activities at this age, and sometimes conflicts arise. Use the following guidelines to 

resolve any conflicts:  

• Copy the band calendar into your family calendar.  

• Notify the director as early as possible should any conflicts arise so a solution 

can be reached. Failure to communicate any conflicts will result in a grade 

reduction.  

 

Excused Absences: Everyone experiences things in life that call for an absence from 

an event. Provided an absence note is turned in to the director within five (5) days of the 

absence, these absences will be excused. Students turning in late notes will be assigned a 

make up assignment in order to receive the points. Some common reasons for excused 

absences are: illness, family emergency, family reunion, planned family trip, religious 

observances). An excused absence will remain a zero in the grade book until a note is 

turned in and/or a make-up assignment is completed.  

 

Unexcused Absences: Students will not be allowed to make up an unexcused absence 

and will receive a zero for the rehearsal or performance. Unexcused absences are usually 

along the lines of ‘I forgot/didn’t feel like it’.  

 

  



Concert Etiquette  

 

Our concerts are always a lot of fun and represent the fine efforts of our students during 

the preparation process. The purpose of the concerts is to showcase the students’ 

musical achievements, not to draw attention to audience behavior. In order present the 

best concert possible:  

 

Performer Etiquette:  

• Do not talk or play out of turn  

• Do not stand, wave or draw attention  

• Keep an eye on the podium for 

instructions  

• After you perform, stay and watch the 

other groups performing after you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audience Etiquette:  

• When the lights go down, quickly get 

quiet.  

• Silence all cell phones. Do take videos 

of friends and family. Do not play games 

or peruse social media on your phone 

during the concert.  

• Do not enter the theater when the band 

is playing; wait until the applause after a 

selection is over. 

• Applaud for everyone, after each song 

– each group has worked equally hard. 

• Stay for the entire concert.  

 

 

 

 

Performance Dress Code  

 

Concerts:  

● White shirt  

● Black pants 

● Black dress shoes 

● Black/white skirt or dress 

 

Parades:  

● RIS Band shirt 

● Jeans or khakis  

● Sneakers  

 

 

Without the proper attire, students may not be allowed to perform.   



School Instrument Rental/Availability  

 

School instrument rentals are available through Greenwich Music.  Need based 

scholarships are available.  Please contact Alicia Hernandez 

(ahernandez@stafmordct.gov) if you would like more information.  Any students not 

getting an instrument through the school are responsible for obtaining their own 

instrument either by purchase or by renting from another music store. All percussionists 

need to provide their own sticks.  A list of local music stores can be found at the back of 

this packet.  Students requiring school instruments should complete the form at the 

back of the handout and return to Mrs. Guda or Miss Sinaguglia by the 2nd band class.  

 

Parent/Teacher Communication  

 

Email: iguda@stamfordct.gov  

csinagugliaward@stamfordct.gov  

 

Email is the most convenient form of communication to ask questions, get info, or to 

voice concerns. Emails will be answered within 24 hours.  

 

Telephone: (203) 977-5732  (RIS office)  

 

Though the phone is not the most effective method of communication, every effort will 

be made to respond to phone calls in a timely manner. Thanks ahead of time for your 

patience.  

 

RIS Band Website: Coming Soon! 

 

The RIS Band Webpage is the most up-to-date listing of upcoming events and 

performances as well as important information handed out in class. This handbook will 

be available online along with any pertinent forms needed for the year. 

 

Google Classroom 

 

Each student will be invited to join the band Google Classroom at the beginning of the 

year.  This is where I will post reminders and assignments.  This is also where you will 

submit your playing quizzes.  
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